St. Peter’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Hilltown, PA
August 2022
The safety of our worshipers is our
primary concern.
Although masks are not required, the
use of masks during Services is up to the
attendee.
In addition to “in-person” worship,
Services are viewable live each Sunday
morning on St. Peter’s Facebook page and
on St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Hilltown,
PA YouTube page after the Service.

Welcome to August! We have seven more weeks of summer left – and I have NO
intention of writing about how summer is winding down and how fall is just around the corner.
Coming out of a long and demanding pandemic, we have been looking forward to these summer
months and the change of pace that they bring. Let’s make the most of them and not cut them
short! I hope that this summer has been a time for you to relax, refresh, and reconnect.
This month Serena and I will be traveling to Columbus, Ohio, to visit with our oldest daughter and
her husband. (They were married in October of 2020.) Serena and I will also be attending, as
visitors, the ELCA Churchwide Assembly August 8-12 in the same city. The churchwide assembly
is the highest legislative body of our church, held every three years, and comprised of over 900
voting members, elected by synod assemblies.
The last one I attended was in 2013, when Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was elected to her
position for the first time. At the time, I was a member of the ELCA Church Council and my official
capacity at the churchwide assembly was as an advisory member. I have attended three
churchwide assemblies – the other two were in 2007 and 2009 – and each one has given me the
opportunity to meet church leaders not only from the ELCA but also from around the world. I have
often been awed by the diversity of our church, the variety of perspectives that its leaders bring,
and the many wonderful stories about what is happening throughout the church. At this
churchwide assembly, I look forward to re-connecting with old friends. On the agenda is the
election of a Vice President, the highest lay position in our church. Pray for all of those gathering
this month for the churchwide assembly!
I will keep all of you in my prayers this month. I ask God to surround you with love and fill you with
joy, hope, and peace. God’s blessings to you!
Pastor Raymond Miller +

Calling Confirmation Students
Confirmation at St. Peter’s is a two-year program for young people, normally entering the seventh
grade or older. At this time, we are seeking to identify young people who would like to begin the
program in October of this year. In the past, the confirmation class met two times per month,
October through May, each session lasting about ninety minutes. Led by the pastor and one or
two additional leaders, the class focuses on the Bible and Luther’s Small Catechism. If you are
interested, please call the church office.
Pastor Miller
Concert on the Hill
On Saturday July 30, from 2PM -7PM, Bill Gottshall and his band will play a concert in the
pavilion. Bill’s band plays music from many genres and eras. They are a fun time!!
Tickets are $15 per person; funds raised will go toward the new boiler for the church.
Bring a lawn chair, picnic blanket, or EZ-up canopy to enjoy the show.
This is a community event and all are welcome. Invite your neighbors, family and friends!
Please see Lisa Bell if you have any questions.
Stay tuned, there are more details to come! (see the ad at newsletter’s end)
Upcoming Dates (mark your calendar)
Jul 30 - Concert on the Hill featuring Bill Gottshall and band
Aug 7 – Outdoor Service: Supply pastor is the Rev. Karen Sease.
Out of concern for the supply pastor, we encourage the congregation to wear masks.
Sep 4 – Outdoor Service
Sep 11 – “God’s Work Our Hands” Sunday
Backpack Drive
It’s that time again! St. Peter’s is collecting back to school supplies for Pennridge FISH.
Collection bins are in the Narthex.
Thank You!
Red, black, or blue Pens
Pencils
*pencil sharpeners w/shaving container
colored pencils
college ruled composition books
college ruled loose leaf notebook paper
wide ruled loose leaf notebook paper
spiral notebooks
1 inch to 2 inch three ring binders
glue sticks
METRIC rulers
blunt tip school scissors
Duotang folders
facial tissues - purse size
*pointed scissors 7-9 inches
* indicates higher priority items

*Yellow highlighters
hand sanitizers purse size
tape
computer thumb drives
pencil pouches for 3 ring binders
earbuds / headphones
*Post it notes
index cards
fine tip markers
*'Sharpie' permanent markers
dry erase markers
*erasers both flat and pencil top
*Tab dividers for 3 ring binders
Stylus for touch screens

Special Envelopes
Supplemental envelopes for the Boiler Replacement Fund are in a wicker basket on the
table in the Narthex.
The boiler will be replaced this summer and it will cost thousands of dollars. Your donation
toward the expense of this unit will really be greatly appreciated.
Outdoor Service
The next outdoor Service is Sunday, August 7. The Service will begin at 10:00 am and will
be held in the pavilion. You may bring your own lawn chair or use one of the folding chairs
provided by the church.
Out of concern for the supply pastor, we encourage the congregation to wear masks.
Canned and dry goods needed for FISH
The first Sunday of the month (August 7) is FISH Sunday at St. Peter’s. Canned and dry
goods donations may be placed in the marked receptacle under the mail boxes in the hallway.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Congregation President’s Report
The August 7 outdoor Service at St. Peter’s Lutheran will have NO tech savy people
available so there will be no live-streaming of that Service.
For that morning, you may wish to visit (former St. Peter’s member) Rev. Heidi Link’s
9:00am Service at the Reformation Lutheran, Absecon, NJ Facebook page.
May God bring Peace & Happiness to all!
Rick
Worship
Worship is available to those who wish to attend “in person” and for those who worship
from home, Services will continue to be livestreamed on the St. Peter’s Facebook page on
Sunday morning. Services are also available on the St. Peter’s YouTube page.
The 10:00 am Sunday morning worship Service will continue through September. The fall
schedule will be announced in a future newsletter.
Offering envelopes may be placed in the plate located in the narthex, mailed to the church
office, or submitted electronically.
We invite you to join us in worship either by livestream or “in person.” Our top priority has
been and continues to be the safety of our members and all others who enter our building.
Pastor Raymond Miller
Special thanks for St. Peter’s Ukrainian Donation
The Ukrainian Federation of America sent a letter of gratitude and a beautiful certificate of
appreciation for the generous donation of over $6,000 from St. Peter’s congregation. Copies of
both the letter and the certificate are at the end of the newsletter.
Please continue to pray for the people and country of Ukraine as they endure the ravages
of war.
Sanctuary Village Clothing Drive
A clothing drive for new or gently used clothing is being conducted now to September 1st to
provide affordable clothing for families. The profits will go toward building a tiny house community
for individuals wanting to transition from homelessness.
For additional information, please see the flyer in this newsletter.

Trip to “David” at Sight & Sound Theatre
Good Shepherd Episcopal, Hilltown, is sponsoring a bus day trip to David at the Sight and
Sound Theatre in Lancaster on Wednesday, October 5 and has invited St. Peter’s members and
friends to join them. The trip will depart from St. Peter’s parking lot!
$135 includes the show, buffet lunch, and the bus cost. The driver’s tip is the only cost
that day.
Contact Marian Bellus at 215-801-7913 or marian7672@comcast.net.
Blessing of the Animals
It is getting to be that time of the year when we celebrate God’s creatures, the wonderful
things they have brought to our lives, and the love they have given.
In order to celebrate as many of God’s creatures as possible we need your help. Please
provide a picture and name of animal for each animal friend to be blessed. It would be best if you
could get those to us via email or on a thumb drive (which would be returned to you). If you
cannot do that, we will scan printed pictures. If there are no pictures to provide, please give us a
name or type of animal to be blessed.
In order to put all of this together, we would like your information by August 22. Pictures
can be forwarded electronically to Juli Smith at murraydc@verizon.net. Thumb drives can be
given to Judy Smith—put in an envelope with your name and name of animal(s).
If all you have is a picture to be scanned, please put the picture in an envelope with your
name and name of animal in picture and give to Judy Smith or put it in her church mailbox. The
picture will be returned to you.
If you have any questions or suggestions, see Judy Smith. If you are unable to get a
picture to us, let us know and we will try to arrange to pick up of the photo.
In order to enable more people to participate in the Blessing of the Animals, this year we
will do things a little differently. The animals will participate virtually; their pictures will be
projected on the screen as Pastor does the Blessing. This will happen during the Service on
October 2.
In addition to the animals we have in our lives today, we want to include our beloved
animals who have passed and any animals that you connect with but may not be domestic and
not living with you such as deer, fox, squirrels, racoons, etc.
God created all animals, big and small. Many have loving homes but there are others who
need homes. To help organizations who rescue animals, care for them and work toward finding
loving homes for them, we invite you to donate dog and cat food, dry and wet, for the
organizations. Collection boxes will be at church from September 18 through October 9.
We are hoping this will be a memorable event that expresses our love for God’s creatures.

Congregational Staff
•

Rev. Raymond Miller, Sr. Pastor

215-822-9108
stpeterslc@comcast.net

•

Sue Fellman Jacob, Parish Administrator

215-822-9108
stpeterslc@comcast.net

•
•

Norman Geist, Organist
Bill Gottshall, Worship Ensemble

St. Peter’s Congregational Council
Rick Daubert, President (term ends: December 2023) 2nd Term
Diane Gall, Vice-President (term ends: December 2023) 2nd Term
Scott Fischer, Secretary (term ends: December 2022) 1st Term
Ken Shanks, Church Financial Officer
Lisa Bell (term ends: December 2024) 1st Term
Patti Dowse (term ends: December 2022) 2nd Term
Joan Gerhart (term ends: December 2022) 2nd Term
Karin Rebnegger (term ends: December 2024) 1st Term
Judy Smith (term ends: December 2024) 1st Term

JULY 19 PICNIC PHOTOS

Incoming!
Look at that
plate of hot
dogs.

A St. Peter’s food fest.

Games! What a great
day to be outside.

PRAYER CONCERNS
As of July 24, 2022
(* - new addition)

God’s Protection and Safety:
On all who drive buses, trains & planes. For all the service men & women
especially:
Petty Officer Second Class Abigail Gall, US Coast Guard, daughter
of Diane & Chris Gall
1st LT. Walker Gall, US Air Force, son of Diane & Chris Gall

God’s Healing:
Parishioners: June Bair, Sheryl Gladfelter, Reed Jerasa, Janet Owens,
Ethel Geist, Don Jerasa, Kim Jerasa, Eleanor Peitzman, Jim Lynch, Sharon
Senigo, Mary Ettore, Sandie Driscoll.
God’s Healing:
Friends and family:
Jane Hastings (friend of Deb Detweiler), Jim Trucksess (nephew of Donna Blackburn), Sue
McPherson (friend of Donna Blackburn), Cheri McFarland (niece of John Snyder), Ann Sellers
(Pastor Miller’s mother-in-law),Collins Gibson (great niece of Pastor Miller), Bill Gottshall (St.
Peter’s keyboard player), David Yarns (brother of Tammy Daubert), Kay Moyer (friend of Hope
Garrett), Danni Tyrrel (great-niece of Kim Jerasa), Terri Lewis (cousin of Lori Lewis), Terri JewettLarkin (sister of Patti Dowse), Sutton family (friends of Donna Blackburn), Aidan Drakeley (Carol
Barringer’s grandson), Derek (grandson of Joan Johnson), Beverly Goheen (sister of Maureen
Simpkins), Mary Clarke (friend of John Snyder), George Yarns (father of Tammy Daubert), Pat
Daubert (sister of Rick Daubert).

God’s Comfort & Peace:
For our homebound members: Ted Fickert (Dock Woods), Joe Haenn (Lutheran Community at
Telford), Esther Saylor and Tillie Murray (Hidden Meadows on the Ridge), Marv Rohrs; and
Julie Detweiler (at home in Weatherly).
God’s Grace for the Family & Friends who mourn the death of:
Bill Detweiler, Rich Rotelle (Deb Detweiler’s brother-in-law), +Robert (Bob) Snider, Wasley
Smakula (Julie Detweiler’s brother), Dona Powell (sister of Diane Seward), Betty Gromer, Violette
P. Gottshall (mother of Bill Gottshall), Stephen Poust, +Jean Gugger.
[+indicates a member of St. Peter’s. Names will stay on the printed list for 1 year]
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Monthly Assisting Ministers Calendar – August 2022

•
•

Date

Time

Usher(s)

Acolyte

Crucifer

Scripture/
Prayer

Aug 7
Outdoors

10:00 am

S & D Texter

J Seward

D Seward

J Smith

Aug 14

10:00 am

P Hardy

D Gall

E Park

L Tackett

Aug 21

10:00 am

J & J Gerhart

P Dowse

Lisa Bell

Lou Bell

Aug 28

10:00 am

S&E
Rebnegger

L Groves

S Butterwick

P Abaza

Sep 4
Outdoors

10:00 am

P Hardy

L Lombardo

N Driscoll

K Shanks

Server
K Shanks
&
Lou Bell
P Tackett

S Fischer
P Tackett
K Shanks

Altar
Guild

Counters

R Bixler &
L Lombardo

J Johnson &
C Davenport

K Park &
L Ertel

J Smith &
R Bixler

P Dowse &
E Rebnegger

P Dowse &
N Driscoll

P Abaza &
D Detweiler

S & D Texter

D & S Texter

J Johnson &
C Davenport

PLEASE NOTE:
If you are unable to participate on your scheduled Sunday, please call one of the other individuals on the list and
arrange to switch dates.
Please send an email to (stpeterslc@comcast.net) or call the Church Office, Monday through Thursday (215-822-9108)
to advise of the change before Wednesday of the Sunday scheduled.

