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The Fishnet 

 St. Peter’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

 Hilltown, PA 
 May 2022 

   

The safety of our worshipers is our 

primary concern. 

     Masks are optional. 

     In addition to “in-person” worship, 
Services are viewable live each 
Sunday morning on St. Peter’s 
Facebook page and on St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church, Hilltown, PA 
YouTube page after the Service. 
 

 
 

    Christ is risen. Alleluia! 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
I find great joy in these words and I am delighted every 
Easter to greet those in worship with them. They 
remind me that God has great things in store for us 
and that the future is solidly in God’s hands. For 
reassurance of God’s activity in our lives, we need look 
no further than the empty tomb and the presence of the 
living Christ among us. 
 
Where do I see the presence of the living Christ among 
us? 
 
I see the presence of the living Christ among us in the 
generous response by many at St. Peter’s to the 
appeal for financial gifts to Ukrainian relief efforts. 
 
I see the presence of the living Christ among us in the 
many ways that the people of this church care for the 

  



 
 

2 
 

sick, homebound, and grieving among us. 
 
I see the presence of the living Christ among us in the 
careful and measured ways that we seek to emerge 
from two years of the pandemic restrictions that have 
seriously altered how we do church. 
 
I have listed three ways where I see the presence of 
the living Christ among us. This list is by no means 
exclusive. More ways may be easily added. Where do 
you see the presence of the living Christ among us? 
 
Easter makes us a people of hope, enlivening and 
invigorating us for the sake of the gospel and sending 
us into the world with a joyful message of good news. 
 

Christ is risen. Alleluia! 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
I cannot say these words enough. May the joy and 
hope of Easter be yours! 
            Pastor Raymond Miller 
 
 

 Upcoming Dates 

May 1 – Sunday School begins 

May 1 – FISH Sunday-dry goods needed 

May 10- Worship & Music meeting 

May 15- Congregational Meeting 

May 16 -Council meeting 

May 21- Spring clean up 

May 28- Leslie Affirmation of Marriage 

June 5-  Pentecost Sunday 

 

    

      

 

 

. 
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The Narthex room redo – 
part 1: Painted walls and 
new flooring make the room 
look larger.  
 

Add some 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The original look of the 
Narthex room as a library – 
Hope Garrett and 
parishioners 

 



 

 

             
 

     

After the painting and flooring, it was 
the addition of new seating. 

Then it was drapes… 
Finally finished.  A lovely prayer 
corner is offered. 
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Finance Report 
 

The March and year-to-date financial results are shown below. 
Thank you for your continued support of St Peter’s. 

Ken Shanks, Church Financial Officer   
 
Monthly results 3/1/2022 to 3/31/2022 
Actual Weekly Offering Income $  8,344 Budget Weekly Offering Income  $10,400 
Actual Total Income   $11,894 Budget Total Income   $13,840 
Actual Expenses   $10,139 Budget Expense    $14,489 
Actual Net Income   $  1,755 Budget Net Income          (-)$     649 
 
Year-to-date results 1/1/2022 to 3/31/2022: 
Actual Weekly Offering Income $30,590 Budget Weekly Offering Income  $32,450 
Actual Total Income   $39,008 Budget Total Income   $41,995 
Actual Expense   $38,480 Budget Expense    $45,495 
Actual Net Income   $     528 Budget Net Income           (-)$  3,500 
 

Sunday School will return 
 Sunday school will return Sunday May 1.  

All children are invited to join Diane Gall and Lisa Bell in Dorcas Hall after the children’s 
sermon for Sunday School.  

As we did before, the children will return to their parents after the offering collection. We 
are excited to see this program return. Please join us! 

Congregational Meeting 
 A special Congregational Meeting has been called for Sunday, May 15 immediately 
following the Service. 
 There are only two items on the agenda. 
 The first is to approve funds for the boiler replacement. 
 The second (for details, please read below) is (a) to approve a Constitutional Amendment  
and a (b) Bylaws Amendment that accepts the annual congregational meeting may NOT be held 
if a public health crisis or other such event(s) make the meeting impossible or impracticable. 
   ----------------------------------------------------------- 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
For information: *C16.04. This constitution may be amended to bring any section into conformity with a section or 

sections, either required or not required, of the Model Constitution for Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America as most recently amended by the Churchwide Assembly. Such amendments may be approved by 

a majority vote of those voting members present and voting at any legally called meeting of this congregation 

without presentation at a prior meeting of this congregation, provided that the Congregation Council has submitted 

by mail or electronic means, as permitted by state law, notice to this congregation of such an amendment or 

amendments, together with the council’s recommendations, at least 30 days prior to the meeting. Upon the request of 

at least two (2) voting members of this congregation, the Congregation Council shall submit such notice. Following 

the adoption of an amendment, the secretary of this congregation shall submit a copy thereof to the synod. Such 

provisions shall become effective immediately following a vote of approval. 
 

C10.08. This congregation may hold meetings by remote communication, including electronically and 

by telephone conference, as long as there is an opportunity for simultaneous aural communication. To the 

extent permitted by state law, notice of all meetings may be provided electronically. 

   ------------------------------------------------------------- 



 
 

6 
 

BYLAW AMENDMENT 
For information: *C17.02. Bylaws may be adopted or amended at any legally called meeting of this congregation 

with a quorum present by a two-thirds vote of those voting members present and voting. 

 

BYLAW 5. 

BL5.01.       The annual meeting(s) of this congregation shall be held unless performance becomes 

impossible or impracticable, especially as a result of an event or effect that could not have been anticipated 

or controlled, such as a public health crisis; severe acts of nature or weather events including floods, fires, 

earthquakes, hurricanes, or explosions; war, acts of terrorism, and epidemics; acts of governmental 

authorities such as expropriation, condemnation, confinement orders/recommendations; strikes and labor 

disputes; or other such events that make the meeting impossible or impracticable. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Spring clean up day 

On Saturday, May 21 starting at 8:00 am we will have a clean-up day for the grounds and 
flower beds around the church. All are welcome, please come out if you can. Thank you! 

Affirmation of Marriage Service 
 We rejoice with Lorraine and David Leslie who will celebrate their 50th wedding 
anniversary at St. Peter’s on Saturday, May 28 at 3:00pm with an Affirmation of Marriage Service. 

Free Little Library 
 Check out our free little library located by the doors to Dorcas Hall. All are invited to take a 
book, leave a book, keep a book, return a book or any of these options! Happy reading to our 
many St. Peter’s readers! 

Worship 
Worship is available to those who wish to attend “in person” and for those who worship 

from home, Services continue to be livestreamed on the St. Peter’s Facebook page on Sunday 

morning. Services are also available on the St. Peter’s YouTube page. 

The 9:00 am Sunday morning worship Service will continue through the immediate future. 

Offering envelopes may be placed in the plate located in the narthex, mailed to the church 

office, or submitted electronically. 

We invite you to join us in worship either by livestream or “in person.” Our top priority has 

been and continues to be the safety of our members and all others who enter our building.  

          Pastor Raymond Miller 

Canned and dry goods needed for FISH 

The first Sunday of the month (May 1) is FISH Sunday at St. Peter’s.  Let’s make this a 

Lenten food drive!!  Local food banks continue to experience increased demand of their services. 

The receptacle for your donation of canned or dry goods is under the mail boxes in the 

hallway.  

Installation news 
 Pastor Bo Bannister will be installed at St. John Lutheran Church, Hatboro on Ascension 
Day, (Thursday) May 26 at 7:00 pm. 
 Pastor Bo had served at St. Peter’s Covenant Church for several years. 
 Please keep Pastor Bannister in your thoughts and prayers for his work in his new parish. 

Thankyou 
 Catherine Truesdell says “I want to thank everybody from the church for the nice gift at 
Easter.  I just think the cross is beautiful. I want to make sure everybody knows I do appreciate it.” 
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New floor and paint in the Narthex room 
 The room off the Narthex has been reborn. The walls were repainted a pastel blue. New 
flooring was installed March 21. Then the furniture was delivered.  Next came the drapes.  Finally, 
the molding was installed, paintings and decorations were hung and – voila!  A lovely room was 
created for meditation, small meetings, or just relaxing.   

Ukraine Disaster Response from St. Peter’s 

The Memorial Committee is working on a substantial donation toward the Ukrainian 
Relief fund.  Once the committee determines the recipient and the amount, we will submit the 
recommendation to the congregational council for approval.   

We encourage everyone to donate to grow the full donation from Saint Peter’s 
Congregation. Special envelopes marked for this fund are available in the narthex and can be left 
in the offering plate or sent to the church office.  Please make checks out to Saint Peter’s and 
we will combine all the funds in one check from Saint Peters. 
 Please see anyone on the Memorial Committee or Church Council if you have any 
questions.   

Sincerely, Judy Smith, Andy Scherffel and Lou Bell 

Congregational Staff 
 

• Rev. Raymond Miller, Sr. Pastor              215-822-9108 
         stpeterslc@comcast.net 

  

• Sue Fellman Jacob, Parish Administrator             215-822-9108 
         stpeterslc@comcast.net 

• Norman Geist, Organist   

• Bill Gottshall, Worship Ensemble    

 
St. Peter’s Congregational Council 

  

Rick Daubert, President (term ends: December 2023) 2nd Term 

 

Diane Gall, Vice-President (term ends: December 2023) 2nd Term 
 
Scott Fischer, Secretary (term ends: December 2022) 1st Term 
 

 Ken Shanks, Church Financial Officer 
 

Lisa Bell (term ends: December 2024) 1st Term 
  
 Charles (Skip) Davenport) (term ends December 2023) 1st Term 
 
 Patti Dowse (term ends: December 2022) 2nd Term 
 
 Joan Gerhart (term ends: December 2022) 2nd Term  

 
Karin Rebnegger (term ends: December 2024) 1st Term 
 
Judy Smith (term ends: December 2024) 1st Term 

mailto:stpeterslc@comcast.net
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 PRAYER  CONCERNS 
     

 

God’s Protection and Safety: 

On all who drive buses, trains & planes. For all the service men & women 
especially: 

         Petty Officer Second Class Abigail Gall, US Coast Guard, daughter 
of Diane & Chris Gall 

         1st LT. Walker Gall, US Air Force, son of Diane & Chris Gall 

 

                             
God’s Healing: 
Parishioners:  Joan Gerhart, Shirley Texter, Reed Jerasa, Janet Owens, 
Ethel Geist, Don Jerasa, Kim Jerasa, Eleanor Peitzman, Jim Lynch, Sharon 
Senigo, Mary Ettore, Sandie Driscoll.  
 
 
God’s Healing: 

Friends and family: 
*Jane Hastings (friend of Deb Detweiler), *Jim Trucksess (nephew of Donna Blackburn), *Sue 
McPherson (friend of Donna Blackburn), Cheri McFarland (niece of John Snyder), Ann Sellers 
(Pastor Miller’s mother-in-law),Collins Gibson (great niece of Pastor Miller), Bill Gottshall (St. 
Peter’s keyboard player), David Yarns (brother of Tammy Daubert), Kay Moyer (friend of Hope 
Garrett), Danni Tyrrel (great-niece of Kim Jerasa), Terri Lewis (cousin of Lori Lewis), Terri Jewett-
Larkin (sister of Patti Dowse), Sutton family (friends of Donna Blackburn), Aidan Drakeley (Carol 
Barringer’s grandson), Derek (grandson of Joan Johnson), Beverly Goheen (sister of Maureen 
Simpkins), Mary Clarke (friend of John Snyder), George Yarns (father of Tammy Daubert), Pat 
Daubert (sister of Rick Daubert). 

 

  
God’s Comfort & Peace: 
For our homebound members: Ted Fickert (Dock Woods), Joe Haenn (Lutheran Community at 
Telford), Esther Saylor and Tillie Murray (Hidden Meadows on the Ridge), Marv Rohrs; Julie 
and Bill Detweiler (Weatherwood)..  
 
  
God’s Grace for the Family & Friends who mourn the death of:   
*Rich Rotelle (Deb Detweiler’s brother-in-law), Betty Jane Fellman Mayeros (cousin of Walt 
Fellman), +Robert (Bob) Snider, Wasley Smakula (Julie Detweiler’s brother), Dona Powell (sister 
of Diane Seward), Betty Gromer, Violette P. Gottshall (mother of Bill Gottshall), Stephen Poust, 
+Jean Gugger, +Jeff Flagler, Helen Fisher (Pastor Miller’s cousin). 
[+indicates a member of St. Peter’s. Names will stay on the printed list for 1 year]  
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May 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
       
      

 

 

 

 1 

9 am Worship 
Service  
 
Sunday School 
returns 
 
 

 

2 
 
 
 
 
 

3 

 
 

 

4 
 
 
 
 

5 

 
 
 

6  
 

 

7 
 

8  
 
9 am Worship 
Service 
 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10 
 
  
7pm – Worship & 
Music mtg 
 

11 
 
 
 

 

12  

 
 

 

13  14 

 

15  

9 am Worship 
Service 
10am – Cong Mtg 

 

 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
7pm – Council 
mtg 

 

17 
ELECTION DAY- 
Dorcas Hall in 
use all day 
 

18 
 

 

19 
Newsletter input 
due 
 
 
 

20  21 

 
Spring clean up 
day – 8am to ? 

 

22 

 
9 am Worship 
Service  

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 
Newsletter mailed 
 

26 
Ascension Day 

27 

 

 
7pm – Leslie 
rehearsal 

 

28 
 
3pm – Leslie 
Marriage 
Affirmation 

 

 29 

 
9 am Worship 
Service  

 

30 

 

31 
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Monthly Assisting Ministers Calendar – May 2022 
 

Date Time Usher(s) Acolyte  Crucifer 
Scripture/ 

Prayer  
Server 

Altar 
Guild 

 
Counters 

Apr 24 9:00 am  J Gerhart S Fischer P Dowse L Tackett K Shanks 
 J Smith &  

R Bixler 

May 1 9:00 am S & D Texter J Seward D Seward T Daubert S Fischer 
R Bixler &  

L Lombardo 
J Johnson &  
C Davenport 

May 8 9:00 am 
S & E 

Rebnegger 
L Lombardo E Park P Tackett 

 
P Abaza 

K Park &  
L Ertel 

P Dowse &  
N Driscoll 

May 15 9:00 am 
J Gerhart &  

P Hardy 
Lisa Bell P Dowse Lou Bell S Fischer 

P Dowse &  
E Rebnegger 

J Smith &  
R Bixler 

May 22 9:00 am J Gerhart D Gall L Groves K Shanks P Tackett 
P Abaza &  

E Rebnegger 
J Johnson &  
C Davenport 

May 29 9:00 am 
S & E 

Rebnegger 
D Texter S Butterwick P Abaza Lou Bell 

R Bixler &  
L Lombardo 

J Smith & 
 R Bixler 

June 5 
Pentecost 

9:00 am S & D Texter J Seward D Seward J Smith K Shanks 
K Park &  
L Ertel 

J Johnson &  
C Davenport 

 
PLEASE NOTE:   

• If you are unable to participate on your scheduled Sunday, please call one of the other individuals on the list and  
 arrange to switch dates. 

• Please send an email to (stpeterslc@comcast.net) or call the Church Office, Monday through Thursday (215-822-9108) 
to advise of the change before Wednesday of the Sunday scheduled. 
 

mailto:stpeterslc@comcast.net

